
    
 
 
 
 

Alabama 
 
Top Three Infrastructure Concerns* 

1. Roads 
2. Schools 
3. Bridges 

 
Key Infrastructure Facts 

• Federal funding for Alabama’s road and bridge system under TEA-21 was 
about $561 million in fiscal year 2002.1 

• 32% of Alabama’s major roads are in mediocre or fair condition. 1 
• 31% of Alabama’s bridges are structurally deficient or functionally 

obsolete. 1 
• 29% of Alabama’s urban freeways are congested. 1 
• Vehicle travel on Alabama’s highways increased by 38% from 1989 to 

1999. Alabama’s population grew by 8% during that time. 1 
• Driving on roads in need of repair costs Alabama’s motorists $313 million 

a year in extra vehicle repairs and operating costs – $91 per motorist. 1 
• 23% of municipal solid waste is recycled in Alabama.2 
• 59% of Alabama’s schools have at least one inadequate building feature. 3 
• 63% of Alabama’s schools have at least one unsatisfactory environmental 

condition. 3 
• Alabama’s drinking water infrastructure need is $1.08 billion over the next 20 years.4 
• Alabama’s wastewater infrastructure need is $1.46 billion. 5 
• It should be noted that Alabama is one of only 2 states without a dam safety program. 6 

 
Field notes from civil engineers in state* 
A recently built road had to be closed, modified and reopened after having 
already been open to traffic due  to the use of a shoddy contractor. – a civil 
engineer from Huntsville, AL 
 
More than $200 million was spent to replace 1,100 miles of storm sewer pipe, 
most originally put in between 1950 and 1980 with a 50-year lifetime. It is starting 
to break.  
– a civil from Huntsville, AL 
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From the Headlines: 
Roads and Bridges 
They call it Death Valley, a treacherous 15-mile stretch of I-20 between 
Birmingham and Atlanta where serious crashes and deaths have occurred with 
regularity for years. The antiquated four -lane stretch of freeway not far from the 
Birmingham airport has a multitude of engineering problems. Its aging and rutted 
concrete surface is like ice, especially in the rain. Hilly terrain and a narrow, 
unprotected median contribute to the danger. Incorporate high speed and heavy 
traffic and it's easy to see why six people have already died there in 2003. The 
Alabama Department of Transportation says it has projects pending to widen the 
freeway to six lanes, replace the concrete with asphalt, and provide barrier walls 
to prevent crossover crashes, but progress is proceeding at a glacial pace due to 
a lack of funding. (The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 6/15/03) 
 
* Survey of the state’s civil engineers conducted in August 2003. 

 
Sources 
1 

TRIP Fact Sheets, July 2003 
2 

The State of Garbage in America, Biocycle Magazine 2001 
3 

Condition of America’s Public Schools, 1999, Dept. of Education 
4
 EPA Drinking Water Infrastructure Needs Survey, 2001 

5 
EPA Clean Water Needs Survey, 1996 

6 
Association of State Dam Safety Officials  

 


